We will set out from Nowy Jic¢in to the destination
of our trip, to the village of Rusava.

The Wallachian village of Rusava is situated in the
heart of the Hostyn Hills, the most famous place of
which is the hill of Holy Hostyn, the most visited Ma-
rian place of pilgrimage in Moravia and the second
most memorable place after Velehrad.

Rusava was first mentioned in writing by Prince Jan
of Rottél, who issued the foundation charter of the
village in the middle of the 17" century. The original
inhabitants were Moravian Wallachians; D. Slobo-
da, an ethnographer and a Protestant minister, was
endeavouring to change their hard life. Prominent
personalities of the cultural life, such as the writer
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Fr. Taborsky, and the painters Ad. KaSpar, Fr. Ondru-
Sek and L. Schneiderka, took a fancy to the peaceful
village with rich and rare flora.

Nowadays the village of Rusava has 600 inhabitants
and in the land register of the village there are about
600 holiday houses and 10 bigger recreational facili-
ties open all year round, which offer full service in the
field of tourism.

The surrounding hills rise to a height of 400
to 736 m above sea level — the highest is the hill of
Holy Hostyn. The peaceful village and its surroun-
dings are suitable for lovers of nature, quiet and
sports tourism in the summer as well as winter sea-
son; there are excellent conditions for cross-coun-
try as well as downhill sking. Local atmosphere is
compared to the atmosphere of the High Tatras and
recommended by doctors to asthmatic patients for
a stay. The recreational facilities of the village include
a natural swimming pool with solar water heating, ex-
panses of water for swimming and fishing, camping
sites, a football pitch and a tennis court, and a ski ift
with artificial lighting in winter.

The visitors of the village can further visit the hill of
Holy Hostyn, the ruins of Kfidlo Castle, the cave of
Cechiinka, and the vilage museum.

In the exhibition hall of the museum it is possible
to see the visual works by the following painters —
A. Kadpar, J. Kobzén, F. Ondrtiska, L. Schneiderka,
M. Gardavska, S. Stanovsky, M. Makovska.
Another part of the museum is devoted to folk cultu-
re and art: it presents instruments for home produc-
tion and processing of textile, the art of embroidery,
Wallachian folk costumes, pictures painted on glass,
wooden household fumishings, agricultural tools,
and other timber products which were part of the life
of the people in Rusava.

Rusava Museum — the memorial of the village tries to
present the image of the village history and culture
to the public. The exhibits are placed in the building
of the Municipality.
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